[Acquired mutations--basic cancer biology].
It is now well-established that cancer is a genetic disease, although in most cases not inherited. A sporadic cancer develops when a somatic cell acquires specific growth advantages through successive accumulation of changes in cancer genes, including oncogenes, tumor suppressor genes and stability genes. Alterations of these genes lead to deregulation of cellular signaling pathways and abnormal growth. Herein, we give a brief overview of the basic genetic changes in cancer and discuss how specific gene alterations may contribute to the development of malignant melanoma.